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Omaha Quartermaster Depot Historic District

Omaha Quartermaster Depot

(General Storehouse Building No. 21)
HABS Mo. NE-40-A

Location: The Omaha Quartermaster Depot isg located within
the Omaha Quartermaster Historical District, an
irrequiar site bounded by Hickory Street, 22nd Streat,
Woolworth Avenue, 20tn Street, and the northwesterly
Tine of the Union Pacific Reilroad rignt-of-way in
Omaha, Douglas Ceunty, Nepraska,

Presert Qwner: Department of the Army, United States of Americs

. Present Occurnant: VYacant

Present Use: Vacant

Statement of

significance: The Omaha Quartermaster Depot has gained its sig-

nificance by being associatad with, and a part of, tne
Omana Quartermester Depo: Historical District [Tistac
as an Historic District by the National Register pf
Historic Places in 1978}, The Quartermacter Depo:,
historicaily known as the "01d Corral", played a sig-
nificant part in late ninetssnth and early twentietn
century local and regional history, and today remains
ds a remarkably cohesive examplie of the changing role
played by the military and rzilroad in the development
and "westward expansion" ‘oilowing the {ivil War.
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A, Phyeical Hictory

Date of frsction: There is conflicting information concerning the date

of construction of Building No. 21. The Nationel
Register of Historic Places Nomination Form! places a
canstruction dat

iy

of 18¢0 to Building No. 21, while
Lavish? cites & =onstruction date of 1904 &t a cost of

£75,900, This later information ic confirmed by an

article in the 190% vezrly Review Issue 0F the Jmahe
Bee:3

Y4n immense amount of money has been spent on
schoels, clubs, and all kinds of public
Suilgings during the years 19G4 and 1805, By
far the greatest ccntributer is the United
cvernment. Counting astge, the
$75,500 brick warehouse at Twenty-second and
o] s, built in 1804 by M, Kesfe

on plans drawn by W. T. Misener,,,'

The 190¢ zonsiruction date is aisc verified by a blue-
ecd 1 June, 1803, showing the provosed €0' x

380" warehouse in a dashed line where SBuitding Ne, 21
d
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aer: Building No. 21 was consiructed in 1904 from drawings

pragarac sy Arzhitect Waiter 7, Misener.4 wWalter 7.
Misener's architectural practice begzn in Omaha in

18C0 and iasted until 1609, at which time he joined
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ith architect witliam £. Stockham.® Misener left
this architectural prac*wce in June of 1917 to become
Chief Building Inspector for the (ity of Omahe. In a
freak accident on 26 July, 1912, Misener feil and dieg
suddenly from a "stroke of apoplexy".® Nothing is
known about the building's contractor, M. Keefe., City
directories of this period do not 1ist anyone by this

name living in Omaha or South Omaha.

Oricinal an”d

—t

Supsezuent Jwners: On 9 August, 1872, land elong the Union Paci®ic Rail-

road right-of-way was deedec to the Ynited Statec by
Susannah McPherson and other heirs of the Jacod S,
Schull estate, A quit-claim deed

was executed by Augustus Kount:ze and others on 1 Sep-
tember of the same wvear to perfect titie to the tract
of about 4.9 acres. Title was approved by the Attor-
ney Genera! on 28 November, 187G, and recorded in Bcov
50 of Deeds, paces 162 and 163 of Dougias County Rec-
ords. In 1903, additional land along the Unicn Saci-
fic Railroad right-of-way was acguired from Mary A,
E11iot and Albert Hertstuff, bringirg the total arez
o 7 acres. The United States Government has oecn tne
sale owner of this property to date.”

B, Historical Context

Omanha, Necraska has been the site of supnly and service depots ginge
1866, In this year, the first "government corral" suppiy depol was
established on land owned by the Union Pacific Railroad located nezr the
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Montazuma Creek, and Pilot Buties,'' The Twartermaster Depol continued
to supniy the Jaza~tment of The 2latIe unii the Department wis dicoandeg
in 1898, Additional brick warencuses werz Dylii, renlacing le:fd sound

wood dutlain
21 in ;904.°7
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At the turn of the century, recors zt2 that there was an effort to
buiid mors genera! storshouses at dencts 2¢r2ss the country becauyse of
n

the unpreparzdness, and resulting supoiy shor:ages, encountersa durt

tion of this effort, $7:Z,000 in funas werz tnen approcriated by {oncrass
for the construction of a storancuse at <ne Jmana Quartermaster Jenct in
13G2. Prior te any construction, an extra zercel of iand adjacent to the
Union Pacific Raiirgac right.of-way was azsuired, and two older wood

structures were moved. The dasign of Builcing No. 21 was patterned atter

Builaing HNo. 27, 3nd was intenged to be & thrse-story structure, How-

ever, dus to the extra expenses of iang aczuisiticn, the desigh wes modi-

fied to a two-staory structuyre.’®

The Quarsermastisr Jenct fe
bresk o7 the “"Srezt Wa

Depot peaked. Scome 180,000 trocbs at Zamp Funsion, Fori Leaveswortih,
Forz Des Moinacs, and the Nationz® Guard of Nenraske, lowa, Minnesotz, and
North and Scuth Dakota were supporied by the Omaha JQuartermaster Depot.
In 1018, Byilaing ‘lo. 224 wae constructad 1o help increase the capacity of
the Denot.1®

Angther zericg oFf ipactivity scon “oilowes tne enc of World War 1. In
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nd again in 1922, the Dirot was declared surpius and
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iisted Tor seie. No 3cceptabdie offers wera mage, though, and thz govern-

ment retained the title,

With the Great Depression and resuiting New Deal programs of the first
Roogevelt administration, a new source of activity came to the Juarter-
master Depot. Building No. 21 Secame home to many homeless transients,
Later in the 'Z0's, it housed suphiies ang a2cuinment brought in from the
Civilian Conversation Zorps {CC03'8 of Nesraska and stored miscel

army suppiies. On 28 November, 1937, a thnres ajtarm Tire struck Building
Wo. 21. The fire, discovarad in the nor<h and o7 The huilding at 4:14
ngth of the bullding before Deing crecied
by firemen.'” A portion of the fire wali in the attic between %he north
and center section had to be replaced as a result

in 1823, the Hork Projec
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inistration {WPS} allotments were approved
~and were usac to puyt the Denor bacx in scund condition, Buildirgs No. 1
gng 18 were rerovatad, a new garace {Builidinc No. 5 was buiit, and the
antire Denct rec2ived a generazi "face TifIing”, inclucing larcsciping.
Soon The Derot was acting as the suprly base Tor 324 Q0T camps in
Meoraska, Kansas, and South Dakota. s

+

World War II drougnt military activities io the Quartermaster Denot onc

[l.l

again, It suppiiea recruiting depets, served as an oranance schoeei for

officers, and acted as an automctive itrzining canter, By the end of the

War, Builaing No. 18 - modified oncz agein - he'ld Italian Prisoners of
War, 19
Following World War 11, the Depct bSegan serving as a basa for the

Neoraska National Guard - Omaha Garrisor, ana for units of the (rganized
Reserve Corps (ORCY. ©On 31 lanuary, 1968, the Depot became home for the

561st Support Group, which is still the present cccupant.
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General Storehouse Byilging Mo, 21, a two-story warehouse with full base-
ment, is cheracterized by 1ts linear Fform, its three-part compcsiticn,
and by its heavy timdber and brick bearing wall construction. Building

v inspired by two preceding
uctures at the Quarzermaster Jsnot - Buiiding Mo. 1 {1880}
and 3uiiding No. 20 {1864} Much of their Italia-
nete and Classical detailing, massing, anc form are incorporated int2 tne
o

¥ Building No. 2. Currently vac:apt, the northern twc-thirds

The 380 ft. x 8¢ TI. thinlv-Zoinied prick structure rests on 4 raised
rusticated limestone foundation, Building No. 21 is divided horizontally
a* the secand floor level by a sandstgne belt course, and is further
articuiated by engaged brick pilasters (secand fioor) and corbelled brick

at the esave line. Llarge brick chimnevs with simpie inset paneis <pring

-

v s the roof by

‘f

yoward from the exterior walls and ars suoportaed laters
ornate wrought iron rods. Simpie brick wall dormers, containing circuiar

sandstone medallions in the typanum, prolect upward at the building’s



center and &t

position.
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gither enc, giving eacn elevation & simple thres-part com-

The main building facades are punctuated by shallow, arched opanings con-

taining wood doubie-hung windows {two iights gver two). The wings flank-

ing the centrail wall dormer contain six pairs of windows {(second ficor?
, 7 .

with correspon
d¢oors aligned
dows, with two
dock at the €

tEach end facace is characterized by a similar three- ~part cemposition. A
central project

second fioor,

ding windows or large 8 fr. x 10 ft. sliding wood lcaging
below. The central wail dormers contain thras attic win-
windows below at the zecond floor and a centiered loading

ret fioor,

ing wall dormer contains pairs of windows at the atiic and
filanked at either side by a single window and engac

piiastars. Windows at the first floor align with those aboves

The structura’

periocd. Heavy

systam of Building No. 21 is fypical of warehousas in this

wood joists span {rom Joad bearing walls to two sets of

beams - weod at the secoand floor, steel at the first and basement leveis.

Loads are then

transferred to massive brick columns and Tootings in tre

bacement via heavy transfer columns - 10" x 10" at the second floor, ang

14" x 14" at t

he first,”

A simpie, trussed, slate-covered hip covers Building Ne. 21. The pro-

jecting eaves and wood soffits are embellished with horizontal beveled

wood medallions and edged with built-in 9gee galvanized metal guttars,

A full.length,

-

neavy timber loading dock was once attached to the west

side of Buiiding No., 21, but has sincs been removed., Regularly spacead
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Deam pecxati in the limestone foundaticn Iive svidente OofF the dock’s

axistence.

ed Desceription o7 Interior

£11 three floors (basement, first and seccnd} o
1, 2 @

2%
nartitionad intp threa fire zones by two brick Tire walis running
¥ g

v the same (see Drawings, Pho
tne 9asemant 1o the roof. The central zcne s approximately 180'-8" in
Tength 2y the Suilding width, and the two end zones both are 115°-3" in
Yencth bv ire duiiding width., Each anz zcn2 connecis ¢ the centrzi zZone
by metal fire doors anc contains a large enciosed freignt elevater,
Simpie wooc stairs ¢lad in a wood and matal fire enclosure are positioned

next to the brick fire walls in each end bay.

[

Typical flooring consists of 2-1/2" tongue and groove wood decking at tne

firat floor, and two 1" layers of toncue and groove wood dacking at the

second floor., No finishes have Sesn aprplied 1o the interior surfaces of
the building: walls are unfinished brick, and ceilings are expesed joists

and beams,

Todey the structure contains a smal® boiler/steam heztirg systam which is
confined 0 %tne besement, The first and secong {loors were heated at one
time, but the radiators have since been removed. Building MNo. 21 has

@150 been fitzed with a dry pipe sorinkler system,

—a-
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0. Detziles DJescristion of S

s

Building No. 21 is situated at tne southeastern esdgs the Omaha Quar-

r*
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termaster Depot Historic District, directly adjacen the Union Pacific
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Thz Yinear siting of this structure is, undoubt-

In the

extensive and well -

1

A row of Catalpa trees

exist today.2?¢ In

tationed &t the Quartermas-

4

of 13 Fenruary, 1887,
The buiiding's site
J. S

are aiso underway for

es of the %ois

4

L

total ranovation/rzshaniiitation of the other buildings in the Omaha Duar-

Tarmastar Depot Historic Dist
These wiil nous2 the USAR uni

4, 5, 18 ang 22).



Omaha Quartermaster Depot Historic Distric
Omaha QM Depot
(General Storehouse Bldg. No. 21)
ilABS No. NE-40 —4page 11)

A5 par the Memgrangum o7 Agreement dated 17 guly, 1937, and ratified by

.

4

toric Preservation, Corps of Engineers, and

tzzion of Buliding No. 27 fuifills Item #1 of said Mermorindu
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e
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Conversation with Mr, Robert B8, Matchette, Ressarcher, 01d Army and

Navy Branch, Miilitary Archives, National Archives and Recorags ler-

vice, Washington, D.C. on 16 March 1983, (Genera! correspongencs

~

files concerning Building No. 21 are contained in Record Groun 22,

Records of the Quartermaster Ganeral, at this office.)
ibid.

tynn, p. 7.

Ibia., pp. 9-10.

Lavish.

Ibid.

Lvar, p. 4.

Lavish,
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